
TWO BIGGIES
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Brennig Jam es sp ent anot he r summer in Sp ain w ith his Nimb us
3 tot alli ng 15 0 00km wi th sev eral fli ghts of more th an 7 50km

have much c ee "",~t I w<onl l:'lJ 10 do 11"'Il'>hive
and uni,w il ing btJI <It : 231)h ' S, s:.ratght ot! Ihe
lau nch . Igot a cli mb 10600011 ;:Ind set ott towards
Ria n a soce r caugl'll UP ....e n jnq c altd Wed
wf\athew~doin.g.~j\J"'; a 75Okm· ·. hE: r~pl.....j
and I asked II I could join t urn

At firs! as it wa s b lue w e pair fl"""\' b..,'t il dl)f'$,n·t
WO<1<. l.>ecau$E'wlth a W<flg In tno ....,l¥y<)U C:lf1 00''''

~hirn if h€' i sbehmd,and lllc;eversi! .<lnt! i S o"ly

w ort h attempting if one p ilot ,s in t rou ble. \"''''1went
arou nd the frrst TP at Berlan ga de Duc rc jn blue
an d OIl the way bacl< W f) sa w ,l le"' ..... i':>l)s -iea r
gcazza and sianeoio gel d ,mbs to 11 ooor~ The
COO\Iemeocc (and B ' ennig wntes abcc t :-hi!>in
more d~all in a M Ule is:::...eI I)l;'fj<1O10 klrm 0·' ...•
the riag""aPproathlllg Se9f>via ...he..-€" ....""901UP
10 13 000tt.

The ex oeciec gao develOped so ....e Hf><\'
across lt1e20 mees of txu e 10 neer Afeva lo w ht'l e
we coul d picl< up thE' flex l cco vereonce
However. as we we nt we st the visib,llty
deter iorated , lt1e sou ther1y WInd hav,np brought
in dus t I,om lt1e Saha ra Afl er 30 m;lcs IhP.c loo"ds
al 14 oocn gave ou t so we ...ent situ the g loom tc
fInd lhe TP al B B arco oe A" ila and get ba..-:k10
Ill(!ctccd at 8()())f:.. tI wa s wo,h 'lQ v' t'l l ""t~. Inc
d OUObase now up to 1 71)OC111

The llisibility lmprOlle'd bu t tne crco c s w ere
break ing UP and bec om ing weaker and ...e were
m,s sing Ill e crisp c lim bs 01 earl ie' in the flH:j111
Having been bu m t in ttns srtuatoo chert enou gh I
kne w it w as vital 10 stay incon tact with n.oc louds
and accept 4Kt wh en hop io1g lor 61<:t

The Sahara dust came
in and he had to

land short o f goa l

After thi": r p at Gorm az. Ingo C)'('sse ,1 en i"' I,,'
low hop ing for a last cll rn ~) bu ! tt-e Sar .u ;, rl 'JS'
earne in andeventually he "a t.l kJ 1ancaboo t J:)
mi les short 01goa l. 1he last r.loud wa s too W':!dl<
but just aftl3'l l lelt ,~ I <Jot6k.l lo 1-1000It a:1I;ICOO,I(\
g l,(le tne I;]l'; f l30 mil es I ,ome Ir e I:\s: ·KI ,n
tIl ick mur1<.

Al tnou gh w€"...ere lalk,ng ~ lhe~et.lui'rv,llhe

f1,g hl we had only \tie 118\JUesl idea lI,hNc v..~~

weee IfI reeauon to eac h othe', but bequf"f1lly I sa""
anoth €!' gl ;(\(1 in the sa me !hI?,mal ant.l alte r 20
mites real ised it was logo . He ...as in a 15 metre
:;l1ip so h,s ac hieveme nt w as immetlsu r<lb ly'
g realer Ihan m y 76Qkm in ( hr s 35m,n

The appe al 01glid ing In. me ;s that n<ltu re r,.el s
yOlJa titt le pr ob lem , if you get il rjgh.~ It !J ' v~ you a
pal on the ba ck ....ith one M nd ....Me slyly s!'l) P'ng
;n Motto€!' w hi te your <Il1en!;or. i:; dWer1ed, II you
'ealise ltlere is a p'Dblem all(!~ it. tile C'rn
cess mPf'-<lts i1sell .

Ph ysi ca lly flying can be a slr aln On 011.. d.lY I
d id 500km in 3h fS 5Om;n w llhout .....ale< hilt alte ,­
....a rds ! could hardl y d ,rnh a fl ight of S!<Iirs
beca use 01the effort ot stopping m y limb s 11<\1"09
around in the coc kp it

fl'S8 new w orld oul tllere in Sp ain ano il i~, nice
10 feet ltlat w e are st 'll scralchinCJ the sur1a <:e. W'"
have foun d iI al.ea dy to be unbe lleva1.Jly ' _<trd
ing. ttte only Ilm,Iatlons heirogImag'nal.....,. .. ,Iui
ttOn and ~'s 1'11<"'10'. and wha t w e h3 W! he.v ,1
about Morocc O:sl.l99€'Sls Ihal ll yi llG :IWfl:' may he
~ mo,,:,,lanI;t5tIC C

bul d " ,! ,(.'CI\I,,,,,,, \/VIti, 20 I"'IMres In har·,1 ;l'''J

,"",,,t'O W""St fo' the.ll rtJl'lo",' l<!Salced.-:;
AI r,,~ t 1hooqhl l ~dtl't 111<11<(0 ,l lJu t w rtl:'r I

g(}\ \llM cI d i-Jn) 1ll<.e-t' ,...1000 oI ;m y of ltl':'I"n
way s 0' It'''9'L,,nd ,1rOlJn(1 II A'l l SQomnM 'n ih ,:"

l~kD<I a vOIC~ t.>rol<e in on the 'a ..111) and 101:1rnp'
to I,. I>J on the lll a," I1Jm~' <l y up n,lI I (1"J .,o It·,t ,
runw ;,'i 's 28m waj e wl lh a ~t.J b s' <l nt ' i\ 1 m <:!i(!:
fencr. Or' either ~ i (Je to keep Hl l:' C ()W ~; ott <InC!1'1'"
~tJan I ~ 2'1.5m

A" .!>OOn as I to<'cl ,r,>(jdow l. Jk', (x) <ed t!let.11'"
" ,In - '}torn;lk("ln,,;lIlcrons t>I1<'C''IIeJustlJ.,.trp(''
~,h() r-;npp.,.:J';;hP. <;... url g ahtll"" bu~l wilS ahIr~ I' > Itt

the !'t1I)\1~:h""lt'<~ v"th f1O clil "l<'<Je

W t>('fl I = .... .:I "'a l· llounc: l h<tl: '-*~ l ('l,1...·· ,
5(lu1l'l r>tl '<Ot :, ' Qt ' ''rr<-10Ith~1I,g''': andtk.J1I.:>w r.

76:3krn 1'1 <ir1pl ..' .. '''a1ely n " s 30n1ln
t.k $<Jo:c ' ·'hf." fj nw '<',' ,tl)u ' :.", e ,:t:.w I C.,'.:' ··

-~.

fl Jl'1nlng f' r'lrl' Itl" ' ~)r :I;··.·:e ", : ""~PY 10 Ihe ''-''''$t
\/I ll h anv;!", to I~C e,l~1 y{);, 1"1 I:-oem about I:m

thtrd ';; '1l11r19, loo.,-.c j,1. w O"- f>\1u ;>In U"" 1.;:1.... , ...0
edg e al 10 OClOiliI"d lr .,nC .....~:tI1: :)s.otl~ l)Iu t' tCl"

20 or 30 m~l"S ...H>n yuu '':''~,Jled tlll' "".""t,*
I saw a roaoan;j a ral'...."' ...runni ng th, o"gll J.

' <\Vlf1e. At , 'It's . I 1Il0'Jg '1t. Ihl s ;~ Ihe ,,'am I,ne from
Mad rid to Sarw /osYl ,."".1 la' In til(' nu lHl If I
look ed h<lr(j I m ight ju sl ~""" l he teen\-' lake 2t
Monteagu do . I I()("»;ed <Ina ,n the dist ance was an
~mou~ 1.:I~e. Ihe E:mb;ll~ (1( . BuendIa '" all Its
<Jlory . So now I kn..'\,. wh~'"" I .....:ISalt ..., t.>t!in ", to",:
10 ' "ve hou ' S - som~ '>0'1 01 ' l"Core t "ul.l~<!

II W'i'S now l if'I11 ~.o I ha.J to Id......I tw sf """ "'-'::
w!)'1 home ""("SI al G....:Idal.l l~; il 1~.J"l1"'lO (lI so
~>,,)(ks in a thern ....l .M y nl:'t"d ' s gl("~e' 'ha n yoo rs
I .,.;lld <I~ I trl:'Y f,C.l t:e-e<1 I ~()UId'-"1 <Jt"1 alKJVe
9 S00 fl a~ ' 110ft Ih'" U,)''' ~ k ' U <.'SS h 't' Cclfr.":,,t;."'·),;

TWO BIGGIES

The second TP was Qu ill la nar de ta Oroe . d fl C

~ ll e thirdAri l a. My planwas lo tl y easl u n (,1 1 to ur-c
:he railw ay - th is Is kn own as lFR, I lly red....-;].,.s
The scen ery wa s terrij iC w ,th p len ty 01va,,{<jy bur
the rai lway I recognised ran soum men I'l;'\" .

p inned aroun d 10 the OQI1h -tJasl. Noth Ing on w y
map d'd an)'1t1-<ng trt..e 1l1a t I so nmoned bac k 10
Oertinghausen: " am oompl!'t~y k>$l~here

~ , soulhl:'fn Spain_1Cdn seoea ' ai ll- f ...hich goe s
Irom S 10 NE" have you any ide,a w here il,s?'

Five m,nu les late ' l l'1e,ep ly tm m base was Il1<1t
mey could n't see ,t on !hi? map eith er

An yw ay there wa s noth ing to do but grind Orl. t
~~lW a b ig town (Vald epenasl wh ich seemed right
~,o I wenl 'w o tow ns Ofl . plloIographed li and
tum ed on to 030 looIo.ing ahead tor lhe very la.y e
lake. Embal~ de Buendoa.east 01 M;ld rid

I came UjXWl some !alles (l os lagunas de
Ruodc1'al, blui> g reE'<'l. rou nd and dose toge tr.er
loke a oeckl3ce 01 emera lds. - IIcry beal! 1" u l bUI
nOI In the lIg ht place So I sol dIered on and !loa"" a
ncse rted ai.s trip. ! felt hke lan ding 10 as-kw here I
w as but I lh ooght that W<lS a b tt too cl1iclu:m even
for me In my flying I feel I am a timi d iI "d C<luhou s
cr eature lh al b lundcr s;nt o frau ght situcltiOl1Sdue
10 my Ow n inep titu de

At l<isI l cam e to a lake, a Lu ge lak e IUnbaise
de Alarcon ), but il w as lt1e Wf()l'1gst l3PO:c' and CCl'

ta<nly not ti le Embal se <k' Bu ,-",tl i a.or anyth"' 9
c1 sp. (ll'1 tllE'map

B y lh ,s l Ime I \/las en j()ylf){) lh{" sdual 'on So
long <IS I 1<.0:1>1 gOIng sOll>elh.ng w as t....)..JO(! 10tum
UP B y now ttlt! sky CQtl!><",ted of w,(llale<.l",herol"

" I am comp letely
lost somewhere

in southern Spain

I nave wrillen alloul Fl,len lem,lanos man y
tim es and c.on~der il is ttle bros! g ilding sue m
E um pe . OOSSibly l he wOlkJ La<J ~lltle best
ddy w as 0'1 Aug usl 8 when 2400Qkm were
tJown. wh!Cl"s hal l way fou nd tile ....orl d w ithOUT
an en'i ne. and on J uly 26 si ~ p ilol s r.omplelt!<J
7~rn !( l(lngles, several in dub machines

On Au gu s1 14 1ngo Aenner stated at b riefing
th at everybod y had to " r 500 km except for the
mor e exce neoc eo pi lot s w ho had to ll y 75i...'krn­
wait 101" - eroo-o the Madrid control zone. I
decided 10 g o arolicl QCJ,.w,se as the Seerta ne
G'edo:;..s a b Ig step a OOOftl lod imb~ 13011.'if-.
the w y TI1<' 0111....5. rncJud;''9 J\; lto;lfl W~.

wcol ~~wi~

I gal on qua e nicel y low ards my filS! TP. EI
Ba rco ile Avda. but went a bit g,n'J"'!'lv becacse
It' S al l unrancab' e and crossed the Se rra de
Gredos just -alongside El Almanzor at 8SOOft, I
was now well above the ev ersoo as ll1e terrain
had fallen away 3OCX)ft at least and mee were
OlIlya lew clou ds mi~ away 10 the :sooth. and
when I rea ched them I had to cover abo ut 20
miles befo<e I got a good climb

r oe-eanee conditions were good tt10ugh no!
very good - 750k m was pem aps DOsS,ble bUI no!
1000km. Stil l it was nee to have 9OOC>tt of spa ce
between my hul l arl d w all 10wa~ c uu s as tar as
the eye coul d see , no t Ifl at visi bi lil y was that
good , However, I wa s able 10see a long way but
rlOth ing I cou ld rec oc r nse on the map.
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